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NEWS, INFO, HASSLE, GOSSIP, LIBEL, HUMOUR

Fees: Pay up or else. .. The Club needs your money. This is the last Newsletter that will be
sent to those who haven’t renewed their subs for 1999/2000. You've been warned! Send
your cash now to Alan Pope or Willie Flynn. Best value in town.

Meets: The Winter meets programme has been very successful. All meets took place with a
few exceptions. Needless to say there was no “Snow” camp on Lug! Snow was a very
scarce commodity in Wicklow this year. Ardmore rock-climbing was cancelled due to the
death of Gerry Moss’s father. We extend our sympathies to Gerry and his family on their
loss.

The indoor meets were well attended and the standard of the lectures was very high. The
new projector and screen lost their sheen somewhat when we were unceremoniously turfed
out of the Legal Eagle. Our move to the Church House pub in Church Street must be seen as
a temporary measure until we get our act together and get a Permanent Home for the IMC
(theme of the year 20007).

While the meets are a major element in the life of the Club, members continue to be active
in many areas and activities. This year for example, Paul Keogh had a very successful
winter trip ice-climbing in the French Alps (future article, Paul) while Fiona Deering had
unprecedented good weather trekking in Patagonia. Dermot Dignam and Michael Slevin
were in Scotland (where the snow was also scarce this year).

Get Well Soon! News just in that Ernie Brace has suffered a broken leg and has had to
endure a few days in the Mater hospital before an even longer recuperation period. We hope
to see you back in action real soon, Ernie,

Emily Hackett 1s continuing to make a good recovery following her accident at Ardmore
last October. Emily is back at work but hasn’t yet fully recovered from her injuries.

Wedding Bells: Cun%’ratulaﬁnns to Fran McGinnity and Toby Wolfe who will tie the
proverbial knot on 25™ April. Every member of the Club is invited to the Afters which will
be in Co. Fermanagh (Rosslea?). Only Joking! !

DCU Climbing Wall: Problems continue with access to the DCU Climbing Wall. Rumour
1s that one has to be a “qualified” climber. But no one seems to be able to decide what that
means — other than being a member of the DCU Climbing Club (whatever the level of
experience or ability). Let’s hope a sensible solution will emerge.



Notice of Extraordinary General Meeting

The Council of Management of the Insh Mountaineering Club is calling an Extraordinary
General Meeting of the Club which will be held in McDonagh's Pub, Dalkey, Co. Dublin on
Thursday 4™ May 2000, commencing at 9.30pm.

The meeting shall consider the following two motions:

Motion 1. :
That Article 10 of the Constitution be amended by deleting all the words after the first
sentence and substituting the following words;
“The amount of the Subscription shall be set by the Council of Management.
Different levels of Subscription may be provided for.”

Motion 2,

That the Annual Subscription shall be
Single: £30
Family: £55

Hardship:  £22.50
No other business will be transacted at this EGM

Explanatory Notes: (not part of the Agenda):
The Council believes that an increase in the annual subscription 1s urgently needed for the
following reasons.

The Council has been informed by the MCI that the public liability insurance must be paid
in respect of all members of the Club ~ not just those opting to avail of this cover. The cost
of the insurance is £7.50 per individual. The Council has also noted that the capitation fee
payable to the MCI is now £5 per annum. In addition, the Council is also obligated to pay
costs of £2.27 per member to the MCI in respect of the MCI Journal “Mountain Log™. The
total amount therefore that must be paid to the MCI in respect of each member is marginally
under £15. Adding to that the £5 cost (approximately) of producing and posting the IMC
Newsletter, it 1s immediately clear that if the present levels of subscription continue, the
Club will be n a deficit situation each year.

The Council believes that the amount of the Annual Subscription and the different levels of
Subscription should be set by the Council each year rather than by the AGM. The Council
s0 recommends to the members in putting forward Motion number 1. The second motion is
on the agenda for consideration only in the event of the first failing to achieve the necessary
two-thirds majority.



CRAGGIN’ ON THE COSTA BLANCA

Ben March

If you're looking for the nearest thing to “Guaranteed Winter Sunshine” that Europe has to
offer, more perfect limestone crags than you can shake the proverbial stick at — most with
well maintained bolts and lower-offs AND a congenial atmosphere, you could do a whole
lot worse than point yourself in the direction of Spain’s Costa Blanca next Winter,

This is precisely what a group of seven IMC members did in February 2000, We booked
through Michael Stein Travel of Camden Street who have direct flights to Alicante leaving
every Wednesday and Saturday throughout the Winter months — this Winter (@) IR£299
return.,

A hire car is a most, not just a luxury. We arranged ours in advance and collected both of
them at the airport. To save the many phonecalls next year, we can put on record that we
used “Victoria” car hire who can be contacted by phone on +96 583 0254, by fax on +96
583 2000 and by e-mail at victoriacars(@ctv.es A very basic Seat Marbella (the Spanish
equivalent of a Fiat Panda) cost roughly £85 for one week. Cheap at the cost. The car by the
way comes with a full tank of petrol and you are expected to return it empty!

From [reland, we also arranged our three-bedroomed apartment in Calpé. Club member
Fran Kenny, who was making his umpteenth pilgrimage to the area, has contacts locally and
would {I'm sure) be more than willing to assist anyone interested in going to make the
necessary bookings. The apartment cost £160 for the week. This worked out at just over £20
a skull which was extremely reasonable. No Dublin 4 rental levels here; not even Summer
in Connemara prices!

The only other major expense worth mentioning was BMC insurance which was £32
Sterling and can be arranged through the web-site. Food is available at very reasonable
prices in supermarkets. However, with every street corner boasting excellent restaurants and
an evening meal , with wine and coffee for under £10, we tended to eat out in preference to
self-catering. A week’s climbing in the sun for £300 or thereabouts. Got you interested?
QK. Then lets talk chhmbing.

As 1 mentioned, it is a limestone area and the rock varies quite considerably in steepness and
quality from crag to crag. If sport climbing is your “thing”, a hamess, boots, two quick-
draws and a 55 or 60 metre rope is all you require. If however, you want to do some longer
routes, on the Puis Campana for instance, a full rack and a helmet are a must. As usual, pack
the rack and the rape in your carry-on bag to avoid excess baggage charges.



The details of all crags and routes are to be found in the “Rock Fax” guidebook to the Costa
Blanca, Mallorca and El Chorro which we found to be an excellent guide. Cicerone Books
also publish “Chris Crags™ Costa Blanca Guidebook which 1s more details but the topos
(diagrams) aren't as clear. Both are available from Joss Books or the Great Outdoors.

The routes start at about Spanish Grade 4 which is the equivalent of our Hard Severe, but as
the bolts are rarely more than 2 metres apart, beginners are able to push their grades safely
and will find plenty to do at this level on most crags. Once you’ve got used to the style of
climbing with the bolts etc the “E” numbers will quickly become your target. Longer
“mountaineering” routes are available for those who want to spend a long pleasant day or a
ridge or face leading to a real summit, Qur party tried everything,

What follows is a quick synopsis of my favourite crags:

Grandia: About an hour’s drive from Calpé, the destination for the aspiring rock-
jock. Serious overhangs and Tufas (non-subterranean stalactites) combined with
loads of macho pumpy stuff and great crack.

Sella: This crag has a campsite and could be your destination for the entire week as
it 18 the largest crag in the area. Climbs of all grades on gorgeous rock. Very busy
and sociable. Beautiful scenic approach drive. About an hour and a quarter from
Calpé.

Font D’ Axia, Jalon Valley: The perfect mini-crag for an afternoon’s fun. Idyllic
setting, remote and peaceful.

[ should mention that once you travel inland, away from the heavily developed Costa, the
landscape 1s magnificent and predominantly rural with oranges and lemons ripening on the
trees (yes, in February) and the Almond trees in full blossom.

Those of you who saw the slides will appreciate the wall to wall sunshine and the true
character of the area. Suffice it to say that we all had a wonderful time enjoying day after
day of pure rock-climbing fun. In short, the Costa Blanca is a European climber’s Winter
paradise, very affordable and convenient of access.

I expect to see a few more of you there next year.

Winter Sunshine Party: Fran Kenny, Seamus Crowley, Mary Reilly, Tony Groves, Brendan
and Niamh McGreene,



0/£0/9C 3d[" z enBeoucoy\uiAdy\siuawndod A\ D// 24




ACONCAGUA - A BEGINNERS GUIDE
- Conor Murray

Why would someone travel to Argentina and drag themselves up a 22,480 ft mountain?
Well, I know what the great travel writers would have you believe, using phrases like ‘epic
Jjourney’ and ‘into the void’. But I found that the smaller, mundane, everyday events became
maore important,

Let’s just say, the finer details have a habit of shaping the bigger picture. To wake up, open
your eyes and keep them open, when all you dream about is a soft bed and real food. Or the
ritual search for the box of matches, which seem to have got lost “into the void™ during the
night. Of course I don’t mind lying in a tent for two days, as long as I am learning mountain
skills, such as the different techniques of fingernail cleaning or the 27 methods of preparing
rice. It’s that learning experience that I went for, of course, and from sleepless nights to
severe A M.S. and from sea level to over 22,000 ft, I was given all the lessons of the course
tin which I had enrolled.

And so follows a list of the valuable lessons which I learnt - the hard way. Please take
special note of Lesson 8 - a turning point of our holiday.

1. Never partake in a weight loss programme before you leave. Altitude does strange things
to (a) your appetite, (b) your taste buds and (c) your cooking skills.

2. Always pack your food, then remove half of it.

3. Never bring the good luck charms that people give you. You’'ll just spend lots off time
worried that you’ve lost them.

4. Always insist when load-sharing that your pack is heavier. It always is!

5. Never bring more than one pot and one spoon. Then you’'ll only have to clean one pot
and one spoon.

6 Always clean your cooking gear before you turn in for the night - although the remains of
your rice and beans may add flavour to your porridge.



7. Never take pasta to high altitude. It won’t cook! Of course, nobody will tell you this until
you return and will have already spent two weeks chewing on this tasteless rubbish.

8 Always bring a backup stove and, more importantly, take the thing with you. It is
absolutely no use to you at base camp.

9. Always bring a spare camera and follow Guideline No 8.

10. Never carry fancy cappuccino sachets. The romantic encounters you hope for will
never happen. You never impress anyone and your heart rate will increase to 120 bpm
after drinking them.

11.Always carry a pocket Bible for those moral debates. You are assured victory after
quoting it.

12. And, finally, never, never cat yellow snow!!

But it’s not all about mountains. It’s about the people you meet and then spend the rest of
the trip trying to avoid. Our first people encounters were not great. Exhausted and
bedraggled teams made their way out of the valleys as we walked 1n. We passed a mule
train, taking a man quickly down the mountain. We were informed that he had suffered a
stroke at 16,000 ft! There were many tales of storms, lost tents and failed summit attempts.
But we walked on towards base camp, turning down our last chance to leave and go in
search of a good beach. The gathering at base camp seemed to be having just as rough a
time. There had been storms on and off for the previous month and, with no sign of change,
people were leaving,

We were also greeted with a little 48-hour storm, which kept us tent-bound, during which
time we inherited a new friend - an American, who thrived on giving us the bleakest
outlook, as often as possible. We would hear him approaching our tent, raise our eyes to
Heaven and pray that, if we were quiet enough, he would feck off. No such luck! He would
shout again in the wonderful New York twang: HEY YOU GUYS - I'M COMING IN!
Then we would listen to his grim weather predictions and fears of not getting out alive. 1
remember asking him how he was coping with the altitude and he said that he was “doin’
just fine”, but I knew by the bloodshot eyes, the furrowed brow and rapid breathing, just
how tough he was finding it. I understood more later on, after visiting his tent. It was a
complete shambles, being held together by a short length of rope. But he was a brave man
and battled on regardless.

The Welsh duo, who were primarily rock climbers, found the walking tough and the altitude
was affecting them severely, or so they claimed. When I tried to point out to them that the
couple of joints they smoked every night might actually be the problem, they locked slightly
confused and then discarded my advice. What can you do? They never topped out but
apparently found some good gear in Mendosa and a trip well worth the journey, I imagine.



The Benegas brothers, renowned big wall climbers and mountaineers who were guiding and
also training for their second Everest summit, jogged out from base camp in 2 hours 45
minutes - a walk that took us 8 hours 30 minutes. Unlike myself, the two lads seemed to
spend most of their spare time fending off the attentions of beautiful women!

It was interesting to follow the ongoing saga of a well-known guiding company, whose
guides had clearly implied that none of their clients had a chance. By day 6, five of the eight
had dropped out, complaining of the cold and tough terrain - they were clearly not prepared.
At least when you are on your own you are in control and busy - unlike the paying clients,
who seemed to sit around all day, waiting for orders. The guides had very little time for
their whinging and walked around with an air of superiority. The chance of success was
slim for the remaining three. Of course the American clients seemed to be trophy-snatching
- paying dollars for summits - fitting another exciting dimension to a tour of South America.

And while I watched these groups of people drag themselves up the mountain, a question
needed to be answered. Why was I there? A twinge of guilt was felt as [ thought of my
motives. Was [ using the mountain to feed my ego? 1 suddenly felt humbled, honoured to
be where 1 was - 1 remember kneeling on the ground and touching my face against the
stones. I was no longer fighting against the mountain, but asking the mountain for
permission,

Of course, | opened my eyes, attached a 25 kg rucksack to my back and was brought back to
reality in about 2 seconds, continuing my lessons at altitude. Still dreaming of a soft bed
and good food, I had now added beer, women and nightclubs to the list.

After 12 days of a really tough climb, we travelled to Mendoza to fulfil all we had dreamed

about - and as the tourist brochures say, “sit in the street cafes and admire the beautiful
women” {and street vendors)! We were in Paradise!

Conor Murray

March 2000



THE IMC HIMALAYAN EXPEDITION 2000

Mount Khangla Tarbo, Spiti, India
- Brian Geraghty

Khangla Tarbo 1 is an unclimbed 6,315 metre peak in the Khamengar valley - a barely
explored area in the trans-Himalayan district of Spiti in Northern India. It has been
attempted on two previous occasions by Indian mountaineers - unsuccessfully. Its sister
peak, Khangla Tarbo 11, the lower of the pair, was first climbed by the same Indian
mountaineers in 1997 when they first failed on the Khangla Tarbo 1. A further attempt in
1999 was again unsuccessful.

The only westerners to have looked at Khangla Tarbo 1 with a view to climbing it are IMC
members Paddy O’Leary and Michael Scott whe reconnoitred the approaches in the summer
of 1999 Because of the prevailing permit system, they were unable to attempt the climb but
the did solve important logistical problems of approaching the peak - especially the
problems of river crossing in the Monsoon.

The approach to the peak could be accomplished in little over two days but a longer
approach will facilitate acclimatisation. The climbing problems posed by Khangla Tarbo 1
are a little difficult to assess, as much depends on the quality of snow cover on the peak’s
steep, final pyramid. Snow and ice condiions depent on many factors, ranging from the
effects of the mponsoon, local temperature variations and the sun’s radiation at such high
altitudes. Likely sites for camps have been identified and the team are confident that, though
the shape and steepness of the peak are challenging, the difficulties are within the team’s
competence.

The Khamengar valley was first visited by a British team in 1956. The branch of the valley
in which Khangla Tarbo stands was first visited by the Indian mountaineering expedition in
1997 When Paddy and Michael visited the area in 1999 they also explored part of the
nearby Debsa Nallah, a valley previously unvisited by westerners. Problems posed by time
constraints and the need to cross raging rivers prevented further exploration. However, the
pair saw enough to encourage them to include a possible first crossing from the Debsa of a
pass on the main Himalayan divide — a very worthwhile mountaineering and exploration
objective.

Spiti — historically known as the “Middle Kingdom™ because of its position between Tibet
and the kingdoom of Kuliu (“the last place in the inhabitable world™) —1s one of the
remotest parts of India and has several valleys never before visited by Westerners. It is so
remote that Heinrich Harrer felt safe enough to rest here duning his celebrated escape to
Tibet (recorded in “Seven Years in Tibet”) from a prisoner of war camp in India. When a
fellow escapee was murdered here by locals it took his companion a week of hard trekking
to reach the nearest police station.



Spiti lies at high altitude - most of it is above 4,000 metres — is sparsely populated and,
because of its trans-Himalayan position away from the full effects of the monsoon, it is arid
and almost devoid of vegetation. Its people are of Mongoloid origin, Tibetan in their culture
and Buddhist in their religious beliefs. There are numerous small monasteries in eyrie-like
locations to which supplies must be brought by yak, horse or on the backs of humans.

The members of the expedition are of mixed age — ranging from 26 to 64. In undertaking the
expedition, they can call on a wide range of mountaineering experience extending from
Argentina, through Africa, the Alps and into China — including parts of the Himalaya itself
The attention of the non-climbing public 1s usually only caught by tales {preferably
disasters!) from the higher peaks such as Everest and K2. Climbers should be more aware
that there is still great excitement and achievement to be had in attempting first ascents of
challenging peaks in the 6,000/7 000 metre range.

The members of the expedition are:

Leader: Paddy O’Leary. Aged 64, Paddy has been climbing for 45 years. He led the first
Irish Expedition to the Himalaya in 1964 and another very successful one to the Peruvian
Andes in 1968. Since then he has travelled and climbed extensively all over the world. He
has been on two previous expeditions to the Indian Himalaya and spent over a year climbing
and trekking idependently in and around Spiti.

Shay O’Hanlon: Aged 58, Shay was very successful cyclist — winner of the Ras Tailteann
on four occasions. He has been hill walking for many years and rock-climbing for about 10
vears. His climbing abroad includes the Alps and the Andes.

Conor Burns: Aged 27, Conor has already been climbing for 12 years. A modern young
rock-climber, he has also climbed in the Alps.

Hugh Reynolds: Aged 36, Hugh has been mountaineering for six years, including in the
Alps.

Colm Owens: Aged 26, Colm has walked and climbed extensively in the Ireland, the UK
and the Alps.

Brian Geraghty: Also aged 26, Brian has considerable experience rock-climbing and
hillwalking in Ireland, the UK and the Alps.




TIMBER!

The report in the Winter Newsletter on the future of our forest awoke memories as
my membership of the Club is coterminous with that of the plantation and I was at its
inception. A brief history of the project may be of interest to the current generation of
mountaineers. I cam ta Dublin in 1958 and that Autumn joined the Club. In those days the
Thursday lectures were held in Mount Street, very well attended and very civilised - tea and
biscuits were served — afler which we adjourned to O'Dwyer’s. The following year I was
asked would I consider joining the committee. As [ had been in the Club only a year | was
flattered by the suggestion. In my innocence I did not detect the Machiavellian plot behind
the invitation. Then, as now, there was difficulty getting volunteers to fill the various offices
and I was landed with the position of Treasurer.

I took my duties seriously and unlike the Revenue Commissioners never turned a
blind eye on defaulters. An amnesty was out of the question, you paid up or else! But I had
one saving grace. I did not send out curt demands but couched them in courteous, humorous
terms. These usually worked and members responded promptly but some required two or
three reminders. One member told me he always waited until the last moment because he
enjoyed reading the reminders and wanted the complete collection. I held that office for ten
years not, | suspect, by popular demand but because no one else would take the job.

But I have wandered from the topic of forestry. To promote re-afforestation the
Government decided to make grants available for the planting of trees. The purpose of the
grant was to defray the cost of fencing off new plantations. Hilary Quinlan, a member of the
committee at the time, noted that the part of our land in Glendassan above the road was
adequately fenced because it was bounded on three sides by State forest and our fourth
boundary was the public road. Consequently, we could use the grant to purchase trees. He
proposed we should avail of the grant and develop cur own plantation. All hell broke loose!
[ could not believe Hilary’s proposal could engender such acrimony. The 1922 Treaty
Debates in Dail Eireann had nothing on the passionate advocacy that spun out committee
meetings for hours. A few timorous members tried to sit on the fence while the opposing
parties fought it out but eventually we were all embroiled! The disputation proved one
thing: the Section was alive and vibrant and members cared about its future.

On one side was the Trees for Ireland faction. The argued in the words of Dargan
‘Property had duties ay well as right’. They expanded on the economic needs of the
country; we had land lying 1dle and it was our patriotic duty to plant trees. The opposing
faction would have none of this twaddle. The purpose of the Club was to promote
mountaineering, not forestry, end of story. So,

...all day long the noise of battle roll’d
among the mountains by the Winter sea;



but eventually it was agreed to accept Hilary’'s proposal and peace reigned, at least from one
committee meeting to the next.

In the interim new alliances formed. The Commercial Trees for Ireland party faced
the frish Trees for Ireland party across the table and battle recommenced. The Commercial
party argued the economic advantages of Norway Spruce and Japanese Larch and the
employment they would generate. The Irish Trees party would not wear that. They
anticipated the Duke of Edinburgh in denigrating slit eyed foreigners. No way would
Japanese Larch desecrate the sacred hillsides of Holy Ireland and as for Norway Spruce,
Brian Boru put a stop to that Scandanavian nonsense at Clontarf in 1014. They also
mustered the aesthetic argument in favour of native trees; oak, ash, rowan and beech, No
one had the heart to tell them that beech, though naturalised, was not a native tree.
Whatever about ash and rowan, the nature of the soil held little hope for oak unless like the
Vatican we were thinking in terms of centunes rather than yvears. The Forestry Department
had planted oaks along the western boundary and in 1960 they were about three or four feet
high. They are still there and in the intervening 40 years, like the Artane Boys Band in
Croke Park, have scarcely grown and inch.

A compromise was reached. Commercial trees would be planted but we would have
a strip along the roadside boundary for native trees to screen the foreigners from the public
gaze, We set about planting. Three year old trees cost us £10 per 1,000, With advice from
the local forester and some help from Paul Ryan, one of cur neighbours, the trees were
planted.

The trees were in but we had not reckoned with the invasive power of furze. During
the next few years the furze sprang up and grew vigorously. The 1s a photo in the Club
archives of the young trees, twelve to eighteen inches high, being smothered by encroaching
furze. It was growing more quickly than the trees and there was a grave danger that the trees
would be killed off. The late Fred Thompson and I decided not to let this happen, so, armed
with slashers we attacked the furze methodically. Working together we started just above
the Hut cutting our way up one row of trees and down the next elimimating furze. Doc
Golden remarked that our vendetta against the furze reminded him of the Roman general
Scipio Africanus and his war cry Delenda est Carthago — Carthage must be destroyed - and
suggested that we adopt Defenda est Ulex Furopaenus as our motto, It was slow work often
interrupted by bad weather. We thought that the job would be like painting the Forth Bnidge,
by the time we got to the end of the plantation we would have to go back and start all over
again. It took about two years to clear the plantation but it was worth it, one could almost
see the trees grow and to our relief the furze did not regenerate as it cannot thrive in the
shade.

By then it was time for beating up. Not fisticuffs, this is the operation of replacing
failures. It was not necessary to replace all dead trees, where three or more failures occurred
in succession a replacement rate of one in three sufficed. Having completed the task we had



some trees left over. As the Irish Trees for Ireland party had not taken up its option to plant
the roadside stnp we filled the gap with Spruce.

After my session as Treasurer | became Hut Warden. This diverted my attention
from the forest as the Hut was in a run down condition badly in need of maintenance. Over
the next few years windows and floors were replaced, the water supply improved, toilets
and store room built, an additional cooking bench provided and Reggie Taylor overhauled
the electrics, rewiring the premises to a high standard. The cost of those repairs and
improvements was met from Hut Revenue. Usage by members and others increased and the
Hut yielded a healthy surplus, In those days the overmight rate was half a crown or in
decimal currency 121/2 new pence. Having got the Hut on an even keel Fred and I turned
our attention to the forest once more and we learned a new term — brashing.

This is what our local forester said the plantation needed — brashing. “What's that?”
we asked. He explained. We would find dead branches on the trees within the plantation,
though mot around the edges. The dead branches would extend to five or six feet above the
ground level and would have to be cut off to allow fresh air circulate throughout the wood
and to reduce fire risk. Qur hearts sank at the thought of the thousands of trees to be treated
but he consoled us by saying, “Then you can start on the thinning.” We brashed and
brashed and brashed.

Having finished the brashing we spent time cleaning or pre-thinning the young
forest. Not all the trees in a plantation grow or developed at the same rate and eliminating
defective trees is known as cleaning, First to go were dead or dying trees as they encourage
the spread of insect or fungal attacks. Next to go were broken bent or leaning trees. Then
we went after the Whips and Wolves. As you can see every trade has its own jargon. A
Whip is a tree with a tall, slender stem that flails about in the least wind damaging adjacent
sound trees. A Wolf is a tree growing strongly but having lost its leading shoot has coarse
branching and crooked stems while these thinnings had no commercial value they did keep
the pot-bellied stove in the common room going during the winter,

As joint holders of the unofficial office of Club Forester, Fred and | were more or
less on our own but we did get some occasional help from others in the Club. However, the
members in general had no interest in maintaining the plantation. Matters came to a head
when the forest had to be thinned. For spruce, serious thinming 1s essential when the trees
are approaching 30 feet. By the time our trees reached that stage I had moved back to the
country. (lendalough 15 not very accessible from where I now live unless you have your
own transport so my visits to the Hut became sporadic. With my departure from the scent
the plantation was left to it’s own devices. Having put so much effort into the forest [ urged
the Committee to have the trees thinned professionally but they were unwilling to use the
surplus revenue from the Hut for this purpose. 1t would not have been all cost, as the
thinnings would have gone for manufacture into chipboard. Nor would the Committee
sanction the hire of a chainsaw for a do-it-yourself job. Fred and I did fell a few trees using
and axe but as lumberjacks we were a washout. Without mechanical aid the work was too



much for us, especially as we could only tackle it on odd weekends. The Committee’s
reluctance to finance the thinning of the plantation points the moral of an old cautionary
rhyme

For the want of a nail the shoe was lost

For the want of a shoe the horse was lost

For the want of a horse the rider was lost

For the want of a rider the battle was lost

All for the want of a horseshoe nail.

For a fraction of the £1,000 paid to the Consultant to report on the state of the forest
we could have bought the nail and the trees would now be worth an additional £7,000. Still
despite the neglect the plantation is valued at £20,000 and we owe our thanks to Hilary
Quinlan for his foresight in putting our derelict land to some use.

L

The General Meeting was wise in its decision to dispose of the trees and not replant
as we could not depend on voluntary workers to look after and maintain a new plantation.
However, the land should not be left bare as in no time it would be a tangle of bramble,
bracken and furze. This would constitute a fire hazard to the surrounding State Forest and
we would be compelled to clear it. Historically, we Irish are against parting with land and T
for one would regret disposing of our holding above the road. I suggest that the Committee
examine the possibility of a long term letting to an interested party, who would replant,
maintain and eventually harvest another crop of trees.  Or Coillte might be happy to rent the
land and replant with deciduous trees as a visual amenity.

Barry O'Flynn,



LEITRIM CRAGS - Gerry Moss

Gritstone. It's the answer to a climber's prayer, If it didn’t already exist some enterprising
climber would surely have invented it. Optimum friction, square-cut holds, solution pockets,
jamming cracks and blocky overhangs, these are just some of the delights that climbers in
the Peak District have always enjoyed. Gnitstone climbing in Ireland has, thus far, been
confined to the Playbank and Englishman’s House crags, neither of them renowned for good
weather. But the two crags described below, in the lovely but neglected county of Leitrim,
are South facing and open to the sun from early morning to late evening. They provide a
variety of short climbs on clean, sound rock, in a lovely setting, with splendid views across
Lough Allen to the distant hills of Sligo. OK, so they are short, but their shortness can be
compensated for by climbing as many routes in one visit as time and energy will allow
Continuing in this positive vein, hypochondriacs will draw comfort from the knowledge that
nosecbleed can almost certainly be ruled out, while the ultra-cautious and bone-idle may
cheerfully dispense with bivvy gear and headtorch. In addition to all this, numerous
possibilities for eliminate lines exist, so, why not have yourself some fun.

Cloch an tSagairt (Map Ref H035244) and Carrignahasta (H037248), two gritstone edges,
reminiscent of some of the smaller edges found in the Peak District. The lower crag is less
than twenty minutes walk from a car-park, the upper one is reached within half-an-hour.

APPROACH. Travelling North on the L43 from Drumshanbo to Dowra, take the second
turn on the right after crossing the Owenboy bridge on the Yellow River. This turmng 1s
judiciously situated: just left of a statue of the Virgin Mary, just right of the pub in the village
of Ballinagleragh. Follow this road for 3 miles up the North side of the valley, ignoring by-
roads on either side, until a narrow road on the lefi, just beyond an old, deserted schoolhouse,
is reached (there 1s a small outhouse with a thatched roof at the start of this by-road). Turn left
here and drive up the steep hill to a gate where the road bends sharply right. Go through the
gateway (close the gate after you) and continue, passing another gate, to a parking place
where the track enters the forest. Take the fire-break on the left inside the wooden gate and
keep left again at the junction to emerge from the forest almost level with the top of the lower
crag, CLOCH AN tSAGAIRT,(about 10 minutes, soft going).

The upper crag, CARRIGNAHASTA |, comes into view shortly after emerging from the forest
and can be seen up to the right, just below the skyline.

CLOCH AN tSAGAIRT.

The crag stretches over a distance of about 400m. The Western, or L section, is about 75m
long, the Central section about 200m, and the Eastern, or R section, which ends at the fence
marking the forest boundary, 15 about 50m in length. The L end of the Central section 1s
situated directly above a gate in the fence running below and parallel to the crag. To the L of
this a line of small, broken buttresses and steep heather slopes stretches for about 50m to the
Western section, where the first climbs are. Climbs are described from L to R and the
excellent sketches (the work of Terry O'Neill) will be of considerable help in identifying the
routes.




NOILD35 NI LSV - LHIYIYSI NY HOOT1D

NOILDIS NHILSIM - 1HIVOVYSI NY HDO1D



C10C11 Cc12 C13

.TM;.HbJI|Hpquq il
.,

| Lo

a5

C4

C3

C2

C1

- CENTRAL SECTION

CLOCH AN tSAGAIRT



WESTERN SECTION,
The first buttress is undercut on its left side.

W1 INTO THE WEST HV5(5b)
Start on the L, below the undercut base.
Strenuously over the undercut and finish straight up the wall.

T.O'N GM 20/5/95.

W2 TATO. VS(4c)
Start 2m R of W1. Climb the crack. T.O'N. G.M 20/5/95.

W3 STRAIT AND NARROW. HS(4a)

About half-way along the section there is a tall buttress which narrows to an arete and broadens agu.i
above an overhang,

Climb the arete to the overhang, step out right and finish up the face. GM LC EH 4/10/92.

W4 AN MHEAR FHADA. HS(4a)
Start 3m right of W3. Climb a short, thin crack to a good ledge on the L edge. Up the edge on
improving holds. GM LC EH 4/10/92.

WS MEN OF THE WEST VS(4b)
Climb up R over small overhangs to finish R of large overhang.
T.ON. G.M. 5 McM. 17/8/96

W6 OCTOBER V&(4b)
A few m to the R of W5 there is a short, square-shaped buttress with a crack running up the
face.Climb the crack. EH GM LC 4/10/92.

W7 IN GOD'S POCKET S(4c)
Start 1.5m R of W6. Gymnastic moves up to gain the solution pockets. Finish on small holds.
GM LC EH 4/10/92.

W8 STATE OF EQUILIBRIUM. MS
10m to the R of W7 there is a buttress with a deep, wide crack, slanting up R to an overhang
Climb the crack to the overhang and step out L (crux) for an airy finish. LC EH GM 4/10/92



CENTRAL SECTION.

The first buttress, which is directly above a gate in the fence below the crag, has a heather-
capped shoulder on it’s L and is bounded on the L by a grassy slope providing an easy means
of descent.

Cl ROCK OF AGES. HS(4h)

Start from a small rocking block. Climb steeply to the bulge. Surmount this and continue up
the blunt arete. GM EH LC 6/6/92

C2 REPENT! REPENT! VS(4b)

Start 2 m R of C1, below a small overhang. Surmount the overhang and move up R to the
edge Step back L to fimish. GM T.O'N 20/5/95

C3 BLESS MY SOUL. HS(4a)

Start just L of the lowest overhang. Good holds lead to the foot of the arete, which provides
the crux. GM EH LC 6/6/92.

C4 INTROIBO. S
Start just L of the lowest overhang. Climb up and R to gain a short crack which leads to a

square, vegetated recess. Move R to finish
LC EH GM 6/6/92.

C5 WE'RE NO ANGELS. S
Interesting climbing up the centre of the face. GM EH 21/6/92

C6 PILGRIM'S PROGRESS. HS(4a)
A high step leads to fine climbing directly up the narrow face, Difficulties increasing with
height. GM EH 21/6/92

C7TI'M A BELIEVER. MS
Start below a crack which starts above some blocks and fades just below a small white patch

on the face. Climb the crack and move up R to gain the heather ledge just left of a pointed
block. Finish up the crack above. GM TO'N EH 19/9/92.

C8 LITTLE DIVIL. VS(4b)
The groove running up R of the overhanging face. GM TO’N 11/6/95

CO LITTLE ANGELS. HS(4b)
Start Around to the R from C8 at the foot of the R-facing wall, below a short slanting zigzag

crack Climb the crack, and move L to a ledge. Finish up the centre of the wall above. TO'N
GM 19/9/92



To the R of C9 there is a break in the cfag, where a little grassy path zigzags up through
broken rock. This area is bounded on the R by a buttress which has, on it's L side, a short,
deep chimney, with a chockstone in 1ts upper section.

C10 DRUID VS(4b)
Start about 4m. down from the short chimney, below the narrow, crooked pillar. Climb the
pillar, step R above the overhang and finish up the centre of the wall. TO'N GM EH 19/9/92

Cl1 YEOF LITTLE FAITH. HS(4b)

Start below the face, to the L of a flat-topped block. Short cracks and solution pockets lead 1o
the jammed blocks. Boldly up through these, bearing right, then left, to finish up the centre of
the face.

M EH TO'N 10/10/92.

C12 EARLY CHRISTIANS. MS
Start 3m R of C11 below and R of the flat-topped block. The climb follows the R edge of the
face with one difficult section, at the jammed block. GM EH 10/10/92.

C13 JUNE v Diff.
Climb the wide crack and the two jammed blocks. EH GM LC 6/6/92.

Cl4 JUNE EILE V.Dift.

Start below the left hand crack, which 1s followed to the top.
EH GM 21/6/92.

C15 JUNE TRI v Diff
Start below and L of the R-hand crack. Chimb a short wall to the L of some jammed blocks
and move R above to finish. EH GM 21/6/92.

C16 STAG IN THE PARK. HVS(5a/5b)
Start at the bottom L of the face. Climb steeply to a small ledge below the smooth upper face.

Delicate moves Jead to better holds.
TON SMcM. GM. 17/8/96

C17 SCRAP SATURDAY. HVS(5a)

Start 3m R of C16, below a crack running up through the overhangs on the R-hand side of the
face. Good holds lead to a ledge below and R of the projecting block. Gain the block and pull
above the overhang to a small ledge. Delicate moves to finish, Stake belay (in situ)

TON EH GM 10/10/92.



C18 KISS MY RING. V5(4b)

Start from the top of a long, narrow block below the under-cut R-hand wall. Steep moves up
and L. to a stance on the edge are followed by the blunt arete to the heather-cap. From the R-

hand side of this step across the gap and climb the R edge of the wall. Peg belay (in situ).
EH TO'N 10/10/92,

C19 OOCTOBER EILE S
Start as for C18. Climb diagonally R and enter the chimney. Gain a ledge on the back wall,

below a short crack with a jammed block. Step up onto the block and climb the crack (crux).
Belay as for C17.

EH TO'N GM 10/10/92.

C20 SEPTEMBER HS(4b)

Start 3m to the R of the deep chimney, at the foot of a narrow crack which runs up the corner
on the R side of the overhang. Lay-back or bridge the corner on sharp holds. Belay as for C17.
EH GM TO'N 19/9/92

C21 FATHER TED. VS(5a)
Start 3m R of C20, below a shallow crack Climb the crack with small, fingery holds to finish.
TO'N GM EH. 19/9/92.

C22 DONT FORGET YOUR WELLIES.  Diff.
Climb the flake-filled chimney. L.C 4/10/92

C22 ON A WING AND A PRAYER V8({4b).
Climb the crack and the overhang to finish up the centre of the face.
GM BN EH 12/9/92.

C24 PAX VOBISCUM VS(4c)

Start below the overhang. Strenuously up onto a projecting block to the L of the overhang.
Step R and move up to gain a bulging ledge, and finish on small holds. GM TO'N EH
19/9/92

C25 LOT'S PILLAR. Diff
Climb the face of the pillar. BN EH GM 12/9/92.

C26 SEPTEMBER EILE Diff.
Climb the corner immediately R of C25. on large holds.
EH GM TO'N. 19/9/92.

C27 OCTOBER TRI Diff.
Climb the edge of the wall immediately R of C26 on good holds.
EH TO'N GM 10/10/92.



C28 SEPTEMBER TRI V Diff
Start 4m R of C27, just R of a short, deep, zigzag crack. Climb the R edge of the wall to a
mantelshelf finish. EH GM TO'N 19/9/92.

EASTERN SECTION
A small iron cross, is set in the rock just above and L of the L end of this section. The foot of

the first climb is best reached by abseiling from some blocks below and East of the cross.

El CYCLOPS. HVS(5a)

Start below a short, steep wall beneath a slab. The slab has a distinctive brown circular patch
near its centre. Move up L, then back R over a little bulge to the patch and fimish direct. GM
TO'N 10/6/95

E2 HOLLOW GROANS S
The next slab to the right GM TO’N 11/6/95

The next two climbs are at the R end of the section, just inside the fence, on the buttress with
the square cut overhang on its left.

E3 MADRA RUA. HVS(5b)
Start at the bottom L of the overhanging wall Up steeply to gain ledge Exit via crack formed
by block overhang. T O'N GM 10/6/95

E4 FENCE LINE. HVS(5a)
2m R of E3. Climb to ledge and surmount overhang. T O'N GM 10/6/95

CARRIGNAHASTA (The Upper Crag))
(Unfortunately, we do not have any sketches for this crag).

| THIS HASTA BE HEAVEN S

The crag is bounded on the L by a wire fence.

Start about 4m R of the fence below a a short corner with a steep right-hand wall Climb the
corner and step R to a ledge, or, climb the wall direct to the ledge, harder. Move R and climb
the exposed arete to the top. GM EH LC 6/6/92,

2 ON BENDED KNEE V5(4c)
The next buttress has, on it's top lefi, a large, projecting block with an obvious circular
indentation on it's underneath side.

Start at the foot of the deep crack which runs up through the overhangs. Climb the crack,
strenuous to start and awkward to finish.

OM EH LC 7/6/92.



3 EANY CORNER Diff.
Start below the corner immediately right of the previous buttress. Climb the corner to the top.
EH GM LC 7/6/92.

4 CANNON BALL. V. Diff.
Start below the left hand side of the next buttress. Climb this on good holds, a feature of the

climb being the circular indentations.
LC EH GM 7/6/92.

5 CHIMNEY AND WALL. HS

Halfway along the crag there is a prominent buttress with a steep right-hand wall and a fine,
narrow arete,

Start below the right-hand wall. Chimney up between the wall and the buttress on the right to

gain a good ledge on the right. Step across and traverse diagonally left to the top of the wall.
LC EH GM 6/6/92.

6 GRIT CORNER Diff.

The buttress to the right of rte. 5 has a series of heather ledges on it's face. Immediately right
of this is a buttress with a deep, left-facing, zigzag crack. Start below the corner between
these two buttresses. Climb the corner on good holds. EH GM LC 6/6/92.

THIDDEN CORNER V.Diff.
Furtner night there is a deep recess at the back of a tall block. Bridge up between the block
and the wall. EH LC GM 7/6/92.

8 DEEP CHIMNEY Diff

Start about 12m left of the fence which forms the night-hand boundary of the crag below an
obvious, deep, left-facing chimney which splits the crag from top to bottom.

Climb the chimney, moving left to finish. EH GM LC 7/6/92

10 STAIRWAY TO PARADISE. §

To the night of rte. 11 and left of a broken buttress just inside the fence, there is a tiered
buttress.

Start a little right of centre, from a flat block, below the undercut base. Make some
difficult moves, crux, to gain a series of good ledges. Move left to the highest of these

and up the short slab to finish, GM LC EH 7/6/92

Climbers: L C. Liam Convery EH. Emily Hackett
T.O'N Terry O'Neill SMcM Secan McMahon
N. Bob Norton GM. Gerry Moss



Trip Information Index

One of the benefits of being a member of the IMC, or indeed any club, 1s that valuable first
hand information about mountain areas is available from members who have previously

chmbed, walked or just travelled there.

The Club Website (developed and maintained by Peter O’Neill) contains an already useful
index of areas visited by members. Publishing the list here may, with a bit of luck,
encourage more members to provide details of their trips. Clearly, the list of trips within
Europe is only a fraction of the total undertaken by Club members. The Alps are well
known and, like the UK, hardly need a full index. But members thinking of organising trips
to the remoter areas of Europe (the Caucasus for instance) would benefit by getting details

of previous expeditions.

So, don't be shy, let us know about your tnps.

Europe

Austria; Dachstein Declan O'Keeffe
Austria; Karwendel Declan O'Keefte
Austria: Ratikon Declan O'Keeffe
Austria: Silvretta Declan O'Keefle
Austria: Stubai Declan Q'KeefTe
Aosta valley (Italy) James Aitken
Badile James Aitken
Etermna group - Italian James Aitken
side

Cevedale group James Autken
Corsica/GR20 Peter Brown
Dolomites - Pala group - :

Brenta James Aitken

East Valais (Saas Grund) Peter O'Shea
Eastern Oberland Alps  Paul Donnelly

France: Chamonix Declan O'Keeffe
France' La Berarde Joss Lynam

France: Pyrenees Declan O'Keeffe

Gran Paradiso National  Dave Ballesty, Angela
Park Higgins

Iceland Larry Cuffe

Lofoten Islands David Walsh

Lundy Peter O'Neill

Mon Visa area (Piemonte

Italy) * James Autken

1990
1992

1990,99

1990
1983.89,98,99

1999

1999
1992

Various 1985-
1994

1980,90,97

1996

(long ago)
1996

Walking

Walking

Walking

Walking

Walking

Easy mixed routes (PD )
Rock (IV/V) and Via Ferrata

Easy mixed routes (PD+)

Easy mixed routes (PD+)
Walking

Rock (IV/V) and Via Ferrata
Climbing

Walking
Walking

trekking

Chimbing

Easy mixed routes (PD+)



Picos de Europa
Picos de Europa

Picos de Europa

Pyrences (incl Andorra)

Sierra Nevada and nearby
ranges

Switzerland: Arolla
Switzerland: Bernese
Oberland

Outside Europe

Argentina

Cascades (US)
Chile

Ecuador

Hong Kong

Indian Himalaya
Indian Himalaya
Indian Himalaya
Jasper National Park
Canadian Rockies
Marocco

Mt Rainier Washington
State

Nepal

New Zealand (South
Island)

Nepal

Patagonia

South Greenland
Spitzbergen
Tanzania

Thailand

Western Australia
Mount Bruce,

W Australia
Zimbabwe/Mozambique
barder

Paul Donnelly
Peter O'Neill

Dave Ballesty, Angela

Higgins
Paul Donnelly

Paul Donnelly
Declan O'Keeffe
Declan O'KeefTe

[an Ballesty
James Aitken
[an Ballesty
Joseph Kellegher
James Aitken
Fiona Deering
Brian Rowe
Martina Walsh

Larry Cuffe
Tom Fahy

Larry Cuffe
Larry Cuffe
Brian Rowe

Brian Rowe
Fiona Deering
David Walsh
David Walsh
Fiona Deering
Brian Rowe

Richard O'Sullivan
Richard O'Sullivan

Joseph Kellegher

1999
1989

1994-95, 98/99

1997
1999

Ski touring
Walking

Walking/hut
touring/scrambling/skiing

Walking
MCI meet

Glacier traverse

(resident Chile) Walking and 4WD

(resident)
1997,98

1995/96
1999
1999

1993
Winter 1999
1992
1998
1999

1998
2000
(long ago)
(long ago)
1994/95
1999
1997,99

1999

1996

Easy mixed routes (PD+)
Walking and 4WD
Walking

Rock climbing

trekking

mainly trekking

mainly trekking

cycling/walking (4000M)

climbing tourist route

independent high level trekking

climbing

mainly trekking
trekking

trekking
climbing
4WD and walking

"Climbed" ie hiked

Walking, cycling



Discounts Update — Available to MCI Members with Valid Membership
Irish Ferries are now offening a discount to MCI members of 10% off ticket totals on Irish
Sea Services (Dublin /Hollyhead. Rosslare/Pembrke and DublinSwift Fast Ferry)

When making reservations members should quote Reference CO5S8 Tickets can be obtained
direct from Irish Ferries by ringing the Low Call Number 1890 31 31 31 Irish Ferties
require that a current MCI membership card signed by the member be produced when
claiming the discount Please bring this discount to the notice of other MCT members

Other discounts - Dublin

Capel Camping, 132 Capel Street, Dublin 1 10%

Great Qutdoors, Chatham Street, Dublin T (1) 10% - excl Watersports Department
Macks & Wellies, Dundrum Shopping Centre, Dundrum 10%

Macks & Wellies, Bray, Co Wicklow 1094

Macks & Wellies, Dunlaoghatre 10%

Millets, Unit 15, The Square Tallaght, Dublin 10%,

Qutdoor Adventure, 34/35 Upper LifTey St, Dublin 1 10%

Patagonia, 24-26 Exchequer Street, Dublin 2 10%

North

House of Value, 5 Market Street, Derry, BT48 oL 10%

Huey Henderson, 21 Bridge Street, Coleraine 10%

Jackson Sports, 70 High Street, Belfast, BTI 2ZBE 10%

Raw outdoars, 1-3 Lisburn Street, Hillsborough, BT26 6AB 10%

South

Altitude Cycle and Outdoor, 22 Ballybritten, Wateriord 10%
Ashcoast Ltd, T/A Radar Stores, 7 Fox's Row, Limenick 10%
Landers Leisure Lines, Courthouse Lane, Tralee 10%
Maher?s Sports, 25 High Street, Killarney 10%

Matthews Centre, Academy Street, Cork 10%

Mountain Man, Strand Street, Dingle 10%

The Tent Shop/Ouiside World, 7 Parnell Place, Cork (1) 10%%
Padmore & Barnes, Wolfe Tone St, Kilkenny 10%

West

Call of the Wild, Stephen Street, Sligo 10%

Great Outdoors, Eglinton Street, Galway 10%

Portwest, Bridge Street, Westport, Co Mayo 10%

River Deep, Mountain High, Middle Street, Galway 5%

I Discount 1s on normal price of clothing and footwear only






