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News, Gossip, Opinions, Libel, Controversy...and Climbing

Get Well Soon James!

Welcome to the Winter Newsletter. Happy Christmas to everyone in the Club and here's hoping
we all reach even greater heights in 2002, A special thought will be James Aitken who is still
recovering [rom his fall in Wales at the end of October, We wish you a speedy recovery James
and hope to see yvou back in action soon.

Barry Browne reports: The latest on James is that he 1s on the slow road to recovery. He 1s still
in hospital in Liverpool. He will be getting out for a few days over Christmas and golng back to
the scene of the crime (well North Wales) lor a few days and then back (o Liverpool again on
the 27th. He has been up and about walking a little bit but is finding this to be very painful on
his broken ankle, Liz and James Aitken asked me 1o let all in the club know that they are very
appreciative of all the emails and cards they received.

The Year Ahead

This time last year some of the best snow and ice seen on the Irish hills for many a year was just
about 10 descend on us only to be followed rather quickly by Foot & Mouth. What will the next
12 months bring? Hopefully we can resume full normal activities. .. good winter conditions for a
it to be followed by a good Spring and Summer for the rock during which we will be able 1o
resume the beginners course and welcome a new batch of recruits 1o the club,

Support your Meets and Club Training

A new comumittee has taken office and they need the support of everyone to make the club a
vibrant, active organisation. In particular, Moira Creedon will be expecting a decent turnout on
the meets. . it really does just take a bit of forward planning. . and Peter Brown is setting out to
make us all take development and training more seriously. Peter needs our commitment and
support too.

2002 Club Dinner

Early 2002 will see a revival of the annual dinner, This is a welcome initiative and one that will
altract great interest. If you don't want to drive home that night, get your booking in carly, The
last dinner held by the IMC was the 50" anniversary in 1998 and was a resounding success. We
can make this an important occasion in the club calendar. A challenging walk/scramble will be
organised on the day of the dinner and of course climbing will be an option if the weather is
kind enough. The dinner itself will be preceded by a talk/slideshow. Likely venue is the
Glenmalure Hotel. Get your diary out. .

Club Library

The Club's library was scattered to the four winds when we were unceremoniously thrown out
of the Chancery Inn quite some time ago. We now want to gather the books back together for
the incoming librarian. To this end I have managed to acquire two steel presses which will
reside nitially in my garage. Now [ just need the books!

A few people have large chunks of the books but many others have one or two that need to be
refurned, Will all of you who have books contact me so we can begin the process or re-
assembling the library - a great facility if only we could use it again.

E-mail List

The Club e-mail list is now a vital part of our communications. A new facility has been added
recently - the ability to write to all members through the IMC_Members @ Coollist.Com (note
the double 'I'. This tvpe of {acility existed before through Peter O'Neill and Seamus Fitzpatrick
hut thas hist 1s one that you can subscribe to or unsubscribe from yourself. Try it, use 1L



Subs

Your subs are now overdue (single £32/€ 40, joint £50/€ 65, hardship £28/€ 33). Send them on
to Sé ('Hanlon immediately. If you don't pay up, this is the last newsletter you will receive and
yvour membership will be terminated.

Christmas TV viewing
Some upcoming television programmes which might interest the mountaineer. Info courtesy of
Declan O'Keeffe, Public Relations Officer, Mountaineering Council of Ireland...

Shackleton & Scott - lomafocht agus Achrann (Rivals For The Pole). TG4, December 18th at
0.30 and repeat on December 22nd, 2001 (Check local listings for time).

This is the "behind the scenes” story of two of the greatest [igures of polar exploration - Robert
Falcon Scott & Ernest Shackleton. Filmed in Antarctica, Ireland and England - "lomaiocht agus
Achrann” digs deep into the bitter rivalry between these (wo fascinating personalities and
explores the jealousies, intrigue and adventure that marked the final chapter in the great age of
exploration. Contributors include family members - Helen, Alexandra & Jonathan Shackleton,

adventurers and explorers including Dermot Somers, Ranulph Fiennes & David Hempleman
Adams.

Siberia - An Bealach O Thuaidh (Siberia - The Journey North)

December 26th |, 2001 Part One - Winter January 2nd, 2001 Part Two - Summer (Check local
listings for tmes).

Dermot Somers and a camera crew travelled with a native family of Nenets as they herded
reindeer 1600 kms across the Arctic Tundra and back. They spent [our months in Siberia filming
with this family tribe who every year, travel by reindeer from their winter forest homes, 800

kms north to the Arctic Ocean and back.

The journey 15 the last of 1ts kind. Possessing the most intact culture left 1n the Arctic, the
Nenets live 1n tents of reindeer skin, eat raw reindeer meat and travel on handmade wooden
sleds. Dermot joined two families, as they set off in temperatures of minus 30° travelling north
towards the Arctic Ocean. In the second film, they returned in mmid summer to pick up the story
and film the end of the journey as the Nenets reach the sea.

Tom Crean - Ciarrajioch San Oighear fT:;m Crean - Kerryvman In The [ce)
December 271h, 2001 - 6.30 Pm On KTE 1

Kerryman, Tom Crean, became one of the most indestructible heroes in the history of Antarctic
exploration, taking part in three of the four greatest Antarctic expeditions - sharing adventures
with both Scott and Shackleton, the great rivals of the time, and outliving them both.

Using a wealth of photographic and film archive and interviews (in hoth Irish and English) with
leading polar historians, including Ranulph Fiennes and Reinhold Messner and relatives of Tom
Crean and Ernest Shackleton, this documentary will, for the first time, tell the story of his
astonishing life of adventure, heroism and survival against the odds.

Spare Dosh |
Patagoma: Sale starls Dec 28th 12 noon.
24/26 Lxchequer Street, Dubhin 2



A EEpel

The meeting was chaired by Club president Paul Keogh. The minutes of the 2000 AGM were
approved subject to one correction, namely that 1t was in fact Conor O'Connor who asked why
the hut rates had not been paid.

President’s report, Paul Keogh.

It was a slow vear with the start affected by the foot and mount alert, which caused the
cancellation of all outdoor meets. However things got going much better after that. Many
members went to the Alps. There were about 10 members on the MCI meet in the Bregalia and
another group of about 10 went to Zermatt, Paul thanked the outgoing committee and also gave
a special thanks to the sub committee on the introduction to rock climbing. On a more sombre
note Paul recollected meet 1o Wales, which drew a large attendance. The success of the meet
was overshadowed by JTames Aiken's accident. James' wife sent thanks to the club members for
their good wishes,

Treasurer’s report, Sé O'Hanlon
S¢ distributed a written report. Then he read a letter of acceptance from the auditors Des Doyle
and John Patton. 5¢ read the highlights from his report as detailed below:

CLUB INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30TH SEPTEMBER 2001

2001 2000
INCOME IRE IRE
Subscriptions 5027 4694
Interest 19 241
Sundries 160 -
Assels realised 109 =
2315 4935
EXPENDITURE
MCI subs./insurance 3034 2800
Fostage/stationery/printing 1709 1386
Bank charges 92 130
Insurance 125 128
sundries 72 151
Prior year a0
Books (Capital item) 46
Donation Himalayan expedition 1000
Depreciation 175
5178 5770
SURPLUS FOR YEAR 137 (B35])
HUT INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30TH SEPTEMBER 2001
INCOME
Hut fees 3000 1580
Grant received 387
Sundries 10
Frevious year hut fees 1390 -
4400 1877
EXPENDITURE
Hepairs and maintenance 1535 105

Hut Insurance 875 885
Sundries 295



Prior year 289 -—

ESB & housekeeping 408 545

Rates 112 -

Depreciation 252

3014 1787

SURPLUS FOR YEAR 886 180
LIST OF ASSETS

AS AT 30TH SEPTEMBER 2001
CLUB
Screen and projector
Library and presses Additions in year £46.57
Typewriter Eliminated
Harnesses
Guide books
Badges

AB Hargreaves bequest IRE200
Bank IRE1573.70

HUT

Hut Wheelbarrow IRE  34.00
Fixtures & fittings Bank IRE 4452.03

Peter O'Neill commented that the AB Hargreaves bequest had been allocated to buy a painting
to hang in the hut, 5¢€ responded that he has simply carried it forward from the previous vear.
Conor then asked about the land. Sé replied that last year a decision had been taken to sell the
land however progress had been slow. 8¢ and Sean Barrett met with Dave Walsh. Dave’s initial
advice was that we necded to divide the land into two scctions; the land we want to keep and the
Jand we want to sell. Also we need (o keep a section of the land above the road in order 1o
secure water rights for the hut, In order to do that we needed to get the map to measure up,
When S¢ first went down he couldn’t even find the land. When he made a second visit with
Peter Coakley, S¢€ found that the Land Registry map did not match the map in the hut, Sé
reckoned that the Land Registry map was the correct one, 5¢ has sent the lot 1o Dave Walsh.
Hopelully, we can now go ahead with the sale.

Terry O'Neill asked how many members in the club, Sé replied 192.

The Treasurer's report was adopted.

Meets secretary’s report, Conor Murray

Conor was absent, however he had emailed a report to the club secretary as follows: “T apologise
for and regret my absence from club activities for the last number of months. T understand that
my duties were continued by other committee members and I thank you for that, Not only was |
absent from committee work, but also from climbing and with circumstances in my personal life
taking up all my energy, [ have missed both very much. I really hope to be back ¢climbing soon.
Thanks for your patience. Conor Murray™

Librarian’'s report, Barry Browne

Barry, who counld not attend the meeting provided a written report, which was distributed:

"It 1s with same regret that my report echoes last year's report. I have not managed to achieve all
the goals that I had set out to at the start of the year. 1 have spent a large part of the past year and
will be spending most of the coming year living in the UK with my employment. | have tracked
down as much of the existing catalogue as possible. The following people currently storing
library books: Mysclf, Frank Power and Paddy O'Leary.



A number of people have donated books to the library in the past year. Particular thanks to Jim
Butler for his donation of some sevenly plus books. During the year I have purchased a number
of books and also a number of guidebooks from club members.

The club library in its current state is an under utilised resource. In order (o increase the level of
utilisation of the library I believe:

That the library must be made more accessible to members. This would be best facilitated by
finding permanent accessible home for the books and by making the catalogue easily accessible.
That there is an onus on members who wish to utilise the resources of library to actively seek
and involve themselves in terms of acquiring new books and arranging access and utilisation of
the existing catalogue,

Publicity Officer’'s Report, Kevin Byrne

Things have been roughly similar to last year, Peter O°Neill has been doing good work with the
website. Kevin asked members to get and keep therr email addresses up to date. Kevin felt that
the quahity of articles had been very good. However he urged more people to write articles.

Hut Warden’'s Report, Ernest Brace

Lrnie didn’t have accurate figures for December 2000. From then there were no groups in the
hut until June 2001. This gap happened due to the foot and mouth alert and the ongoing work of
repairs to the hut,

In November of last year the hut was in a very bad state. The closure partly due o the foot and
mouth ensis provided a good opportunity to do repairs. The pointing on the front is now done
but the pointing on the cow house remains to be done. Ernie burned couches, mattresses and
bedding material. Removed all crockery, pols and ulensils, have stripped the place. Electrical
work has been done by a Imend of S€7s. In the bathreoms; John Burke has done the painting, the
trap door has been lixed, tollet bowls and shower trays replaced by Se Fitzsimons. There has
been a problem with car parking outside the hut, cars have been churming up the ground, Ernie
bought 20 tonnes of gravel and Sé and Paul worked to spread it over the car park. John Patton
has been painling the hut. Problems with the water and leaks have been resolved with help from
Paul Keogh, Peter Coakley and others. The gutter has collapsed 1o the rear, the {lashing in the
chimney needs 1o be re-done. The cow house needs work. There is lots of painting and other
ceneral work to do. Ernic appealed for any skilled help that might be available within the club.

Chairperson’s report, Sean Barrett

In his report Sedn referred 1o the year s an “interesting”™ one for the Club with the foot and
mouth ¢risis and the decision to defer the Beginners Course and develop the skills base of
potential leaders in the club.

Sedn thanked all those involved in the review of the Beginners Course. He also thanked all
members ol IMC Committee who had worked so hard during the year with particular tribute to
Seamus Fitzpatrick who was standing down after three years as Club Secretary.

In conclusion he wished all members a further “interesting™ but different year for 2002,



Motion 1 Proposed by Sé O’Hanlon and Niamh McGreen

That the club take the Third Party insurance offered by the MCL

Sé O'Hanlon said that up to 12 months ago individuals had the choice and only 1/3 of members
actually ook the insurance. Then the insurers forced the ¢lub to have everybody or nobody on
the insurance. It is mainly 3 part insurance with some elements of personal insurance. The
purpose of this motion 15 to put the issue to the members and let them decide.

Joss said that our insurance 1s with the BMC, this was reaffirmed by Peter O'Neill. Moira
Creedon asked if it was good, the answer was yes, but not as good as the BMC’s personal
Insurance.

Kevin said that 1t 15 cover for the members but 1t also gives 3 party cover [or the club. If
individuals were to subscribe 1o insurance there would be no collective cover. Kevin added that
he would not serve on the committee if the club opts 1o go without the insurance. Kevin checked
it with some of the underwriters that he works with in Allianz the consensus from them was that
15 a good policy and we should keep it.

Joss Lynam commented that if you're leading a meet then you need 1nsurance. Sean said that
when the insurance first came out he didn’t take it, however after somebody dislodged a rock on
Lo the steps by Mitre, he realised that it could easily have hit a family and decided to take the
insurance. The club needs this insurance or an alternative, that will probably be even more
expensive, The question as to why the MCI require it was asked, the answer was that the
INSUrance Company require il.

On a show of hands the motion was carried by a considerable majority.

Motion 2 Proposed by Sé O’Hanlon and Niamh McGreen

That article 10 of the Constitution be amended to read "Any change in Annual
Subscription will be proposed 1o the AGM by the Council. In the event that the proposed
Annual Subscription fees are not accepted the fee will remain unchanged. The proposed
Annual Subscription will he notified to members in the Autumn Newsletter and become
immediately payable, If a lower Annual Subscription is adopted by the AGM those who
have paid an excess will be refunded."

S¢ began, last year there was a controversial EGM to the give the committee the right to set the
fees. There were good reasons due to problems with dates. The lee was set by the AGM just
after the start of the subscription year. This motion is 10 give the right to set fees back to the
members and also to give the committee the right to implement fee increases.

On a show of hands the motion was carried by a considerable majority.

Motion 3 Proposed by Sé O’Hanlon and Niamh McGreen

Persons who have been club members for at least 10 years and who are no longer active
but wish to remain associated with the IMC may enrol as affiliates. Affiliates will not be
members of the MCI and therefore will not receive the Mountain Log. They may take part
in club social activities but may not take part in club climbing or walking activities. They
will pay the normal membership fee minus the cost of MCI membership, Mountain Log
and MCI Insurance,

S¢ said that last vear he got a letter from an older member of the club who due to illness is under
medical advice not o be involved in the club's outdoor activities. That member was keeping his
membership as a sort of sentimental attachment to the ¢lub and he wanted to keep that
connection. However given the increase in fees due to the insurance that member felt that he
couldn’t afford to pay.



Kevin Byrne said that there 1s no such thing as affiliates that we would have a problem with the
MWCL Tt should be left to the commuttee for the few people involved. Terry O'Neill said we
should be able to give somebody the newsletter. The meeting accepted that the motion could not
he passed in its current form.

There was no vote and it was decided to refer the motion to the incoming committee,

Motion 4 Proposed by Kevin Byrne and Sean Barrett

To amend the Constitution by deleting the words "and three" in Section 2 and substituting
the words "', Training & Development Officer and two''.

In proposing the motion Kevin said the club needs somebody 1o focus on training and
development. Paul Keogh pointed cut that this is part of the recommendations of the sub-
comumitiee on the Introduction to Rock Climbing. Joss Lynam, 1t could be an appointment from
the ordinary members. Sean Barrett said that many adventure sports clubs have a training and
development officer and nowadays it is at least as important as having a libranan. The club
already carries out training, ¢.g. self-rescue, Navigation 1s a requirement for full membership but
15 almost completely ignored, as is first aid. The club does need somebody to coordinate all this,
Maybe the reduction in numbers in ordinary members was a mistake but that could not be
changed at the meeting,

Motion passed unanimously,

Motion 5 Proposed by Kevin Byrne and Sean Barrett

That this AGM endorses the report of the sub-committee on the Introduction to
Rockelimbing as published in the Autumn 2001 Newsletter and accepts the
recommendations contained therein as a statement of best practice to which the Club
should aspire as far as practicable having regard to its resources and amateur status.

Kevin proposed the motion. He felt that there are some recommendations that cannot be
implemented. For example there is almost no possibility of having RCL 4 qualifications. We
have 4 new RCL3s and may soon have another 4, so we will have some people with single
pitch. The document is very good but the club's response should be to see it as a statement of
best practice.

Terry O'Neill said that if the committee had a problem is should be death with now. Terry also
sad that the sub-committee should be insulted by this proposal. The execulive committee seems
to have a problem, but there was no consullation back to the sub-committee. Sean Barrett sajd
that he has no problem with the report but we do have to acknowledge that some things aren’t
practicable. Some of these had only come to light recently in the context of the RCL training .
Some people did RCL3 but now they need first aid we have to ask is it really necessary to have
a first aid certificate in Dalkey? Sean didn’t think so. 8€, on behalf of the committee, said there
were lots of good reasons the committee didn’t get to this properly.

Joss Lynam, 1l 1s a training course not a meel,

Dermot Dignam said that it 1s ridiculous to have a sub-committee and on one hand endorse it
and on the other hand bin it.

Sean Barrett said we appear to have three choices; 1) adopt the motion as put, 2) amend it to
make 11 law as opposed 1o a best practice or 3) refer back to the incoming committee,

Frank proposed that the motion be amended to remove after the word therein, this was
proposed by Frank Winder and seconded by Joss Lynam. The club first voted to allow the
motion to be amended. The amendment passed with one vote against.



Paul Keogh read the motion as amended. That this AGM endorses the report of the sub-
committee on the Introduction to Rockelimbing as published in the Autumn 2001 Newsletter
and accepls the recommendations confained therein.

(i a show of hands the motion was carried by a considerable majority.

Motion 6 Proposed by Sé O’Hanlon and Seamus Fitzpatrick

Proposed amendment to "Introduction to Rock Climbing" proposals from sub-committee:
In the event of there not being enough coaches available to cater for all applicants priority
will be given to first year members in the order in which they joined the club.

S¢é spoke of a need to give priority in assigning places on the introduction,

Vote passed very few against vast majority in favour.

Election of officers:

President:Paul: Keogh said that contrary to recent practice he was not putting forward a
nominec and asked for nominations. Sé O’Hanlon proposed Michael Scott, this was seconded
by Des Doyle, This was carried by the meeting. Michael accepted the nomination and thanked
the Club.

Chairperson:Kevin Byrne proposed Sean Barrett, seconded by Sé (’Hanlon.,
Secretary: Gerry Moss proposed Kevin Hutchinsoen, seconded by Terry O Neill.
Treasurer: Scan Barrett proposed Sé O’Hanlon, seconded by Ernie Brace.

Meets Secretary: Kevin Byrne proposed Moira Creedon, seconded by Penny Bartlet.

Publicity Officer: Sean Barrett proposed Kevin Byrne, seconded by Niamh McGreen
Libranan: Olwyn James proposed Carl Raftery, seconded by Niamh McGreen.

Hut warden: S¢ O'Hanlon proposed Sé O Hanlon, seconded by Bill Hannon.

Training & Development: Gerry Moss proposed Peter Brown, seconded by Sean Barrett,

Ordinary Members: Carl Raflery proposed Declan Cunningham, seconded by Niamh MeGreen.
Niamb McGreen proposed Brian Kitson, seconded by Carl Raftery.

Auditors: Michael Scott proposed Des Doyle and John Patton, seconded by Frank Winder.
Archivist: S¢ O'Hanlon proposed John Forsythe, seconded by Tony Byrne.

The meeting then concluded.



Aiguille de Bionnassay

- Barry O'Flynn

Robbic Burns put his finger on it when he said ‘The best laid schemes o mice and men gang aft
a-gley’. Peter Healy and I went to Chamonix with a full program of routes to be climbed and at
first all went well. We were in step with the weather and rapidly ticked off one successful ascent

after another. The Aiguilles were falling like nine pins and we were confident we would
complete our program with time in hand. But of course such hubris brought the inevitable
nemesis. The weather turned foul and we spent many hours peering fruitlessly through the
curlains of rain and sleet swirling around the Couvercle or wrapped in rain gear window
shopping in Chamonix. Fortunately the gloom was not unrelieved; we had the company of
climbing acquaintances we made over many seasons in the Alps. You may not meel them every
year but it is surprising how often paths cross and the time passes rapidly reminiscing not only
dboul climbs accomplished but also about the peaks that repulsed our efforts. Like fishermen’s
tales the accounts improved with each retelling.

Eventually the longed for break came and aller an enjoyable traverse of the Chardonnet, Peter
and [ were sitting on the wall outside the Hut planning our next cuting when purple clouds
hegan to bank up on the honzon. That settled it. With food mnning low we decided 10 return (o
the Chamomix and sit out the storm in the valley. As we hurried through La Tour, the birthplace
ol Michael Croz, the first drops of rain rattled on our rucksacks and turned to a steady downpour
as we rcached the shelter of the station at Montroc.

It 15 one ol the consolations of mountaineering thal while conhined o a hut or the valley, the
mind can wander freely over the hills weighing up the possibilities of the next chmb. *This slope
may avalanche, ice will have formed here, expect verglas on the rocks there, that ridge will
probably be corniced.” Studying the guide books and poring over maps, the trill of anticipation
is scarcely less than that of the climb itself. Peter had long wished to traverse the Dime de
Miage and the Bionnassay to Mont Blanc but our holiday was coming to an end and the
traverse, from Chamonix back to Chamonix, would take several days. As one wet day follow
another, our hopes of getting in the climb lessened, until one morning the valley sparkled with
sunhight reflected from the fresh snow. We had three days lefl, but the traverse require four.
Consulting the guide books and maps to find an alternative route, it struck us that we could cut
out the Dome de Miage and join the traverse at the sumnut of the Bionnassay by climbing its
face from the Téte Rousse Hut, thus saving a day,

At mudday we set off for the Téte Rousse Hut using almost every form of mountain transport.
First the train 1o Les Houches, then the teleferique to Bellvue where we connected with the
Mont Blane tram and finally on foot up the winding path and across the snow fields to the Téte
Rousse. Unlike the more popular French huts, the Téte Rousse had not been modernised. Tts
kitchen, common-room and small dormitory, built of timber with rough unpolished floors,
retained the atmosphere of early mountaineering, of nailed boots, hemp ropes and alpenstocks so
unlike the tourist gloss and glamour of the Albert Premier and the Grand Mulets. The Hut is
perched on a bank of shale a hundred metres above the Glacier de Bionnassay Frangais on the
far side of which rises the snow and ice of the north flank of the Aiguille de Bionnassay. In the
fading light it looked daunting and was a change from the rock spires we had been sporting on
earlier in the secason. We dumped our rucksacks and in the thickening twilight went to
reconnoitre the start of the route, On the glacier we could see tracks leading across (o the foot of
the face and tending left through seracs to the lop of a snow gully, where they disappeared onto
a tiny plateau of snow. The sight both displeased and reassured us. Someone had climbed the
route recently which meant that we would be deprived of the satisfaction of finding the route for
oursclves but it also meant fewer steps to cut and kick and consequently a faster and less



strenuous ascent.

We turned in early and set the alarm for 1.30 am. as an early start was imperative. 1 awoke
shortly after one and went out 1o look at the weather. The night was clear, the brillant stars
duplicated by the lights in the valley. It was cold with a slight wind and the clear sky promised a
good day. Returning to the pleasant warmth of the Hut I found Peter was up and preparing
breakfast. No one else was stirring, nol even the Guardian, and by two o'clock we were setting
off down the shale slope releasing minor avalanches of rusty cans deposited from the hut above.
When we reached the surface of the glacier, we put on our crampons and roped up. Following
the tracks we casily skirted the crevasses and made good time to the start of the climb. Working
our way through the seracs we reached the gully which we chimbed rapidly and emerged on the
little plateau, still following the tracks, A few minutes later I found we were dropping downhill
and 1 realised the tracks we were following so trustingly had swung away from the face and
were leading back down to the glacier. Apparently the preceding party had abandoned the climb
due to bad conditions and now we had to find our own route.,

We retraced our steps but in the deep shadow of the peak 1t was impossible to see an obvious
line upwards, although by this tme the moon had risen and a nebulous light was filling the
valley. Finding a snow slope we started climbing. The slope steepened quickly and after a
hundred metres the snow gave way to bare ice. As we did not relish the exertion of step cutting
so early in the day we traversed right (o snow where it was possible (o make good progress.
With increasing light 1 saw that we had started 1o climb up an avalanche track from which the
loose snow had been sweptl. The general tendency of the route was left and aller gaining
considerable height we cut our way across the upper part of the avalanche rack as we were (oo
far right. Al this stage 1t was impossible to see the summit because of a series of ice clifts but we
had little choice of route and continued more or less straight up trying for the easicst way
through the cliffs.

After the first line of cliffs the slope steepened again and we could find no resting place. We
were now more than half way up the face and found more and more ice requiring cramponing or
strenuous step cutting interspersed with short snow sections in which we could kick steps. On
the Trolet and Chardonnet we had become accustomed to moving together on snow and 1ce but
we had met nothing like this continuous sweep of ice which appeared to soar forever upwards.
Climbing on a short rope we advanced steadily our only security being an inch or two of pick
driven into the ice, How 1 longed for the comfort of a good belay! At first we cut numerous
steps but as we gained confidence we resorted 1o cramponing and felt the satisfving crunch as
the spikes bit into the ice.

About 100 metres from the ridge we crossed a large crevasse and mounted on soft snow to the
aréte, striking it about 300 metres from the summit. After a rest we pressed on until we came to
a short section of jumbled shale. At this stage I was leading and seecing no way up suggested
retracing our steps for a few metres to turn the obstacle by traversing on the face. Peter, 1aller
than 1 am, thought he could see a route on the Italian side of the ridge. Belayed by him, [ moved
delicately across the unstable rock on the right of the ridge and reaching a small cornice cut
through 11 to regain the crest. From there is was an casy slog to the summit (4057m) although
altitude was taking its toll.

The aréte from the Bionnassay to the Dome du Golter is described in the guide book as being
‘threadlike” and often corniced. It was both. The aréte drops sharply for 100 metres to the Col de
Bionnassay. then widens and rises less steeply to the Dome du Goiter. Under good conditions it
is possible to walk along the top of the aréte but the fresh snow of the week’s storms had buill
up large, fragile cornices on the left and we were forced to traverse on the ltalian side a few
metres below the crest of the ridge. By this time the sun had sofiened the snow 1o the
consistency of wet sugar and every step dislodged snow slides which went hissing down into



ltaly. We advance together with extreme caution testing each step and endeavouring o gel the
axes in deep each time we moved. Sometimes the spikes grated on rock but usually they sank 1o
the head in the soft snow. Even then | had the feeling that they were too insecure to hold a fall
but with care we avoided making the shightest shp.

Near the col the cornices became fewer and eventually we were able to follow the 1op of the
aréte. Al the col the ridge was wide enough 1o stop for a snack. From there the going was casier
until we came to the junction with the route up from the Gonella Refuge. Here a pile of loose
rock overlaid with ice and thawing snow cansed us trouble until we succeeded in turning i1t on
the Italian side. The remainder of the ridge was an easy walk and we soon made the Dome du
Goditre (4303m). With the casing of the nervous tension and concentration of the last twelve
hours T became aware of my weariness and the dull ache in my arms and legs from the constant
cutting and kicking.

| looked over the Col du Dome and on up to the summit of Mont Blane, two kilometres across
the snow and 500 metres higher than we were. We had time to continue to the summit but | had
alrcady climbed Mont Blanc from the Brenva side and satisfied with the chimb we had done 1
wis anxious to get down from the broiling heat of the snowfields to the cool interior of the
Grand Mulets. As Peter had chimbed Mont Blanc several times before he too had no compelhing
reason 10 make the summit again so we moved down 1o the col and joined the normal route
across the Grande Plateau. Our luck held good. Scarcely were we sitting down 1o a meal when
the clouds rolled down and once more curtains of rain and sleet swirled around the hut.

Next day was fine and sunny and we hurried down the track to the Chamonix to catch the train
for home. Suddenly Peter stopped dead and 1 nearly ran in to him. ‘Look at that,” he sad. "Did
you ever see such a magnificent catenary”?’ I looked all round expecting (o see some strange
rock formation or mountain animal but there was nothing in sight. Peter had to explun he was
referring to the clegant curve of the enormous span of the cable of the teleferique up to the
Aldguille do Midi. T was mortified at my ignorance but since then [ have boned up on my analytic
geometry and confronted with the same sight again would probably mutter *So what? Every one
knows that s = ¢ coshix/e).” But Peter was right, 1t 15 a spectacular sight and an outstanding
example of engineering skill in difficult terrain,




Training and Development Update

Peter Brown, Training and Development (Officer

Welcome to the first report on Club training and development. This 1s a new post within the
IMC Committee and its creation follows from the work of the Beginners Course sub-group. Can
[ first of all take the opportunity to thank heartily all the members of the group who identified in
a very clear and coherent manner the key issues involved and the measures to be implemented.
The excellent plan in relation (o the introductory course for beginners was published in the last
edition of the newsletler.

New members are the hifeblood of any club. The level of accessibility and openness within a
club will determine how effectively that club attracts and retains new members, As the vasl
majorily of new members are beginners. the club has a vital role to play 1n introducing them to
the wonderful world of elimbing in a manner which is safe for leader and beginner and which
follows best practice techniques. With the implementation of the aforementioned plan, we can
carry out this role with confidence. 16 members have undergone RCL3 training with Calvin
Torrans. 4 have recently completed the assessment with Calvin, Many congratulations to the two
Brians, Eileen and Kevin. Those ‘pioneers’ have motivaled more of us trainees to getl it sorted.
A further 4(myself included) will be undergoing a RCL3 assessment during the weekend of 14"
— 16" December. [Late note: latest 4 passed the assessment - well done Niamh, Des, Conor and
Peter. ]

This leaves 8 trainees yet to sign up for the assessment. You all know who you are (and so do I,
I will be in contact with you over the coming weeks with a view to organising assessments for
carly in the New Year. At this stage it looks like a further assessment will take place on the
weekend of 12/13 Jan. Of course no-one gets the final RCL3 certificate without completing the
other aspects of the programme such as the observations and the First Aid training. 10 members
have recently completed a course in First Aid and the feedback was very positive. This training
ook place as a direct result of an initiative taken by Penny Barlett. Thanks Penny. For the
record, the succesful group were: Des Doyle, Alex Jordan, Niamh McGreen, Stephen Peel,
Kevin Hutchinson, Fran Kenny, Tony Groves, Gerry Moss, Sile Daly and Penny herself. Look
out for further opportunities over the next while.

Hopefully we will have 16 fully qualified leaders by early next vear. This "aint enough however
1o cope with the leadership demands of a beginners course. We need another cohort 1o 1ake the
plunge and gel the RCL3 “under their harness’. 1 am delighted to hear that a number of members
have expressed an interest in signing up. I have had an initial chat with Calvin and he is
available in the New Year to do further training on the RCL. So would anyone who has not
already come forward with a view to acquiring the RCL3 qualification please get in touch
with me as soon as possible. And remember RCL3 doesn’t just give you qualifications in
dealing with beginners — it improves your own skills as a climber as well.

Traming doesn’t stop with the completion of a few nights for beginners in Dalkey Quarry, As a
club we are keen to have leaders who are qualified to work with beginners in a multi-pitch
setting such as Glendalough. A plan to facilitate members 1o gain the RCL4 cert will be put in
train in due course.

[Finally, the training and development brief involves the ongoing development of
mountaineering / climbing skills and competencies among IMC members. So what training do
yvou want 7 In what areas would you like to know more or develop greater expertise 7



Navigation skills and Self-Rescue spring to mind straight away. Further training ideas have
already been coming in thick and fast, such as

- Indoor Walls(avoiding injury, strains etc.)
- Nutrition in the mountains

- Preparing for your Alpine trip = what 1o do
- Organising an expedition

- Winter Ice Climbing

- Ski Mountaineering / Touring

I could go on. Please let me know if there are areas of training or development which you fecl
would be ol value to members. Or alternatively, do you wish to run a workshop in a relevant
ared 1n which you have particular expertise 7 I so, contact me. We have provisionally reserved
two of the Indoor meets belween Tanuary and April 2002 for training and development topics.

ook forward (o updating you again in duc course with progress.

—- === === —-=00000000000000000000000000000000--------------
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A Ridge Too Far

- Declan Cunningham

The campsite was starling to look like Atlantis as thunderstorm after thunderstorm rolled across
the sky, each one stopping to drop its rain. With all that dark cloud about it was hard to believe
any one of them would have a silver lining but surprisingly enough a break in the weather was
forecast so we got our “To Do’ lists out, James and I had the North ridge of the Pix Badile at the
top of our list, Carl wanted to do a hut to hut trek in the same area and James even convinced
Peter, Rob, Dave and Niamh to give 1t lash.

It wasn't quite a case of The Magnificent Seven ride again though. There were seven of us and |
for one won't deny our magnificenee but the other four had a car while myself, Carl and James
had Shank’s Mare.

Some careful planning was followed by a lazy starl and 1 was surprised to be sitting 1 a httle
restaurant in the little town of Fromontogna at noon, which despite my western theme certainly
wasn't high. We hadn’t taken a step. Lunch was typically Italian and we were well and truly
ready for road.

The trail up to the Sasc Fura hut starts easy and the tree line doesn™ get a whole 1ot closer. Thus
began to bother me because the hut was above the tree line. We kept on truckin’, the valley got
narrower and the sides got steeper. We were running the risk of getiing stuck in the tight little V
at the bottom when the path took an unlikely turn for the heavens.

What a path! They don’t make paths like that anymore, hell they don’t make people that make
paths hike that anymore. It clung and wound 1ts way wonder{ully upward. I kept having to stop
and compliment the path and 1ts builders. I'd say ‘James, this is one amazing path’ and James
would agree. I never once stopped to catch my breath but those compliments just kept coming. It
was a pretty neat path.

We had been seven but four amongst us had used a machine to aid them and bad reached the
sanctuary of the hut before us. Now the (ree line was no longer a proverbial carrot (o goad the
three of us into going higher, it was real and it had been reached.

Beyond the trees however, reality wavered slightly if only for a moment. There was a clearing
and 1t stood a little cottage, its tiny, curtained windows reflecting the evening sun. The steady
thud of the woodcutter's axe the only sound...That was until his kids started setting off

fireworks. Any inkling to look for yellow brick roads or start eating parts of the house was
gone... for ever and ever.

We joined the rest of our crew inside in the wait for grub and in so doing doomed ourselves (o
small dinners. The nosh was tops but a tablesworth didn’t take into account the number of
people sitting at it and the seven at our table got the same ration as the four sitting at the next.
After the food was demolished we studied the task ahead and cven had a mini sketching
competition of each pitch of the route using guidebooks at the hul. 1 think Peter won hands
down but there wasn’t a spot prize or a disco afterwards so we all went to bed.

I would have had no problem killing the hut warden when he woke us at 3am but we had asked
for exactly that. A hut breakfast isn’t in danger of winning any bleedin’ awards but we were
glad of it before heading out into the cold mountain air. The weather had started acting like a
teenager again during the night and pitched a couple of fits matenalising as {resh snow on our
beautiful 3300m ridge. |



There were painted marks to indicate the way to the foot of the ridge proper but they're none too
easy 1o spot in the dark when you're only half awake. The various groups zigzagged their ways
upwards trymg in vain Lo stay on route. Stll we couldn’ go too lar wrong as long as the general
direction was up.

We'd looked at the maps and photos of this perfect route but 1t wasn™t until the darkness lifted
that we realised just how much we had bitten off. 1 was awestruck, speechless and scared stff all
at same time, To me the Pix Badille is to ridges what the Matterhorn is to mountains, I was like
the price of a pint-it just kept going up and my eyes followed it all the way.

Trouble was there was fresh snow all over 11 and huge cornices at the top. Trudging up the last
snowfield was difficult going without crampons or rigid boots we realised that in those
conditions this really was a ridge too far. Dave and Niamh had gone as far as putting on their
P.A.s bul soon realised that this just wasn’t the day for it. A lew duos actually headed up the
ridge but we found out later that none of them got much further than half way before the iced up
ledges and the snow forced them to retreat. Thinking of that 1 was glad of our decision, T think
we all were but we also wished conditions had been more favourable.

The lads headed over the Vial and headed into the next valley and the Sciora hut, It was sull
carly so I headed back towards the Sasc Fura hut to meet Carl on her hut to hut. The warden
hadn’t woken her at her wake-up time because.....wait for it.... She was asleep. And they say all
that mountain air is good for you.

Despite the fresh snow the day had turned out 1o be glorious and trekking over the Vial to the
Sciora was one of the best days of the whole meet. It's just such a fantastic place A thousand
shades of grey and everything druped in blankets of white like the furniture in some abandoned
house. Beautiful, eerie and far enough from the world to be unspoiled.

James greeted us at the Sciora with a wave hello but the others were waving goodbye. They'd
had enough of elusive routes and were heading down and back 1o the campsite-a distant green
field in more ways than one. This just wasn’t their year.

It never takes James long to think of something else 10 do and already tomorrows agenda was
filled with an excellent route called Innominata. It°s ten pitches get you to within a ropelength of
3000m, the hardest of which is French 5a.

We spent the evening on some great single pitch stuff near the hut before heading in for food.
Callanda Brau({Rob swears by Callanda Brau) and a natter with Donald and Mary. They were in
the middle of some huge trek and were heading back the way we had come the following day.
Carl was going to see us off in the morning before heading back to Vico.

Regardless of how organised you are there is always a little bit of faffing that goes on in the
morning before you head off so we were relatively pleased to be leaving the hut at 7am on a
beautiful sunny morning. We knew the weather was due another lapse but it wasn’t stupposed (o
close in until later in the evening.

Immally it was just a snow plod which got gradually steeper. The steeper it got the more icy it
gol and the higher we went the cloudier it became. 1 found myself looking down the way we had
come wondering 1f the change in weather wasn’t already upon us. I'm not a big fan of steep icy
snow and now the rock was so close I thought bugger turning round just to back down the same
sleep snow.

[t was misting up a bit but we could still see the speck that was the hut so it was on with the
P.A.s, sort the gear and get chimbing. The first pitch was mine and it made interesting climbing.



My shoes sticking comfortably 1o the rough rock made me a hittle more at ease and mavbe even
a it more daring.

Each pitch ran nearly the full fifty metres. We started to climb fluidly with fairly quick gear
changes cach of us cager to get stuck into what ever problems cach stage presented, taking
comfort in the fact that there was a double bolt waiting for you at the end of it. The trouble was
the higher we got the worse the weather got. It seemed undecided 1t what it wanted to throw at
us and changed from rain to snow more than once and all the while the threat of thunder was
building like the clouds that cause it.

The crux is Sa in the guidebooks. The guidebooks don't tell you about the soaking rock, the cold
and the little hourglass in the back of your head telling you 1t"s time 1o get on. 1 didn’t feel one
bit guilty therefore in using a bit of aid thinking that was the hard bit over. The grade doesn’t
ease off but 1 just kept going knowing that there was a double bolt up there expecting me.

Piz Badile

The last snowfield
hefore the Ridge,
James, Dave and
Niamh have just
turned back.

Another litde delight in our big adventure was the fact that the previously distant thunder was
beginning 1o roll and in our direction. Pretty soon it was directly above us. There was just one
pitch to go but with the booming going on above us we knew that the only way to go was down.
There wasn’t any hope of ab’ing into the couloir from where we were as ending up on very
steep snow 1n rock shoes and nowhere to tie on just wasn’t an option. We were just about to
head back down the way we had come when the cloud suddenly lifted.



The pleasure, if vou could call it that, of topping out was 10 be mine. It was a hard pitch and
me was against us, Our lile weather window was going to close soon and we needed to ab
down 1o the col to get 1o the abseil point before it did. 1 chmbed as fast as 1 dared and when
James came up he just headed down the other side. There were no views to hold us, we simply
shook hands and got on with it.

No sooner had we arrived in the little couloir that the thunder Tet nip, It felt like 10 was directly
above us and left a ringing in our ears. 1 looked up the sides of the gulley for signs of an
accompanying lightning strike or tumbling rock but none came. Boots were the next priority and
then it was down to fifty metre abseil after fifty metre abseil down incredibly steep snow. I felt
like we were making good time but its easy to get caught up in what your doing and have time
slip by,

On the eleventh and last ubseil it was getting dark. We were well behind time but I sull loved
what 1 wias doing that was until the rope stuck. James had to prussik back up o extend the
runner and was half way down when he realised he'd forgotten his gloves. He figured he could
manage without them. It wasn't until he was three quarters down that he realised he’d also
forgotten an axe! There was no choice but to go back up.

After that we stayed roped together because it was so steep but at least we were out of the
couloir. We found that the quickest way down was to alternate slides and ice-axe arrests until it
cased ol enough to stand. It was still a long trudge through the rest of the snowfield only 10 end
in a huge boulder field. It was hellish tryving 1o make our way through that in the dark but we
eventually made it back to the hut. We were tired, soaked hungry and not a little late. So we
settled for a Callana Braw and a text message and there was relief all round. Getting down the
rest of the way would wait till tomorrow, Sleep was our only thoug.....
~=====0000000000000000000000---=--

Arise Sir Joss...
Most readers will be aware that Joss Lynam has received an honorary degree from Trinity
College in recognition of his life long achievements in and commitment to the field of
mountaineering. This 1s well deserved and one which we heartily endorse. It is fitting that we in
Joss’ club should take this opportunity to show our appreciation by spending some tme (mayhe
on your next walk across Barnacullian) thinking up a suitable caption for the photo below,
Eefore you dash off your letiers complaining about the irreverence of this notion, just bear in
mind that it was Joss himself who kindly supplied the photo..

Caption Wanted...
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Art O'Neill Walk 2002

The Art O'Neill Walk starts at midnight outside Dublin Castle on Friday 4" January 2002. Apart
from a brief passage through some fields, the first 30k are along city streets and country roads to
Ballynultagh Gap via Stone Cross,

Depending on your preference. shoes. runners or boots can be worn up (o this point. The
remaining 22k arc over rough mountain terrain to Barravore in Glenmalure, via Black Hill,
Glenbride. Ballinagee Bridge. Art's Cross and Three Lakes. The total distance 1s 53K or 33
miles, with a total ascent of 1150m or 3600ft. There will be at least two stops, at Ballynultagh
and at Ballinagee.

This walk 1s NOT nearly as tough as the Lug Walk, which has more than twice the ascent. The
time taken to cover the route is usually 13+ hrs depending on the weather conditions and the
fitness of the participants.

This walk 1s NOT organised by the IMC but 1s a private initiative of Tom Milligan of the
Ramblers,

Aerial View of Kilimanjaro
The Glaciers will not exist in 2015 due to Global Warming






